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I’ONTENTR, — Govfrnmpntol nctlvltlcs — State activities — Private Agencies promoting pro- 
grum« of rviront e<Iucatlon — National Congress <«f Parents and Teachers — Orgaulia- 
tlons in Inrp* (iiles — Periodicals for parents —Internatlonnl Federation of Ilorae 
and School— K^'sults of Imjulrj' Into world cooperation of home und school. By Mile. 
Marie Hult> 

Si^iificant jiro^rpss has lu’en iiuule durinjr the hionniuin 192G-1928 
in the j)arent education niovcinent. which is one of the developin<^ 
phases of adult education. This profrress is due principally to the 
efforts of parents and their frroiips and to many national, State, and 
local j)iil)li(^ and private ncencies. In .several States, scattered and 
isolated efforts were brought together and, where previously projects 
were carried on ineffectively, jrood teamwork was established with 
favorable residts. 

GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITIES 

Distinct contributions to parent education have been made through 
(he service of several governmental departments, such as the Depart- 
ment of Labor, Childreirs Hureau; the Departnamt of Agricidture, 
Extension Service and Bureau of Home Economics; the Department 
of the Treasury, Public Hcaltli .Service; and the Department of the 
Interior, Biireati of Education. 

Under the designation of home education, the Bureau of Education 
of the Department of the Interior has condm*te(\ a project of parent 
education since 191Ii. During the past two year.s- the activities of this 
service have been reorganized, and they now include the preparation 
of material for parent e«lucation; conducting studie.s in the pn»gress 
of 'this j)has»* of education and in other fields; rendering a«lvisory 
.service on the education of parents and the care and training of 
children; and preparing bulletins and pamphlets relating to these 
activities. 

In addition to studies already begun, the Bureau of Education 
has prepared nn<l issued reading courses for^ parents and for boys 
and girls containing (piestions or suggestions and references. The 
progiam now under way includes the issuance monthly of circular 
letters on parent education, the completion of studies already begun, 
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anti the preparation of roadinji courses on a wide variety of subjects. 

I In connection with its home mmotnics work a survey of the projrress 

j of child care and trainin*; in elomentarv, junior and senior hi«rh 

I schools, and in higher educational institutions was issued by the 
I Bureau of Education.' 

: Diirinii 1J>27, two other studios of similar nature wore issued by 

I agoiicies outsitlo the (iovernrnent, one of public-school courses on 
child care for girls, by the Merrill-Palnier School, and the other on 
child develoimicnt and parental education in home economics, by 
the American Home Kconoiuics Association. 

Through its research activities and studies of coiulitions undei 
which children live, and thi-ough its other’activities, such as leaflets, 
folders, dodgers, bulletins, films, and rej)orts, the (’hihlreps Bureau 
has given aid to jiariuits and others interested in iilfaiit and matoriial 
welfare in recognizing ami combating malnutrition, in preventing 
and correcting p(»or jxisture and develojung good posture in children, 
and ha.s assi.sted State and h»cal agencies in the development of pro- 
o’rams of child cure, ospeciallv of the delimpieiit and hamlicapped 

I!^hild. 

Of particular and immediate educational value to parents in rural 
di.stricts are some of the contributions for the betterment of home 
conditions for the family which have been madi* by the Extension 
Service and the Bureau of Homo. Economics of the Department of 
Agriculture. In addition to research work and cooperation with 
State agencies in many field.s affecting the home, that department has 
made demonstration.^ of labor-saving devices for the con.servation of 
the time and energy of the rural liou.sewife; it has organized home 
projects for boys arid girls: and it has is.sucd bulletins and leaHets on 
planning and recording family expenditures, proper methods of 
preparing and cooking meats, and sugge.‘=tiort«' for designing and 
making children's rompers and sun suits and dresses for little girls 
for all occasions. 

STATE ACTIVITIES 


In a few States, parent education has been incorporated into the 
public tMlucaticm program. In California, for in.stuiice, the State 
department of education and the. SUte university at Berkeley have 
united in a state wide program of parent education. This prtiject 
includes a nursery school in the Institute of Child Welfare in Berke- 
ley in which children may be studied by laboratory methods; train- 
ing is given in the analysis of situations connected with problems 


iWhltconiti Emenno S. Typical ChllU (’arc nncl I'nrciillKHMl In Umm- F.co- 

nomYcriCrtmcnta. Waabtn^on. D. C.. Government PrtaUng Office. (U. H. Bureau of 
FducutiOD. Bulletin, 1027, No, 17.) 
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of cilild life; parents of cliildren atteruiin*; the nnrsory school are 
provided with opportunities for cons'ultution and with reliable m- 
forrnation; and stiuly j^roups of parents are formed in (“’.wperation 
with existinj: u<rencies such as parent-teacher associations, women's 
clubs, and the American Association of Fniversity Women.- These 
or*;anizations take the initial steps to form tlu* ;rroups but when thev 
are organized they are conducted under State laws and by conforni- 
ing to sj>ecified cgmlitions they are entitled to support from publio 
funds and b(*come a jjart of the public-school system. It is n'ported 
that in connection with this work 104 discussion groups nunibering 
approximately .“i.OOO j>ersons were organized in fh27-28. 

In l!*2s ,at Ilerkeley, tlie. Institute of Child Welfart* included in 
its re.search program such ])rojects as the description and measure- 
ment of the develo|)inent of children; factors influencing develop- 
ment, nutrition, ’uirserv .schools, and miscellaneou.s projects. 

The <-.\tension division of the\’niversity of ('alifornin at Los 
Angeles conductetl. in lh2T. memlx>rs of j^arent-teacher associa- 
tions and others iiilerested in child welfare, a group of ct)urses which 
included the ju’cschool child, constructi\e pr/)grams of home edu(;a- 
tion. behavior of children, and household management. 

In the department of education of the summer ses.sions of 1928 
of the University of Califoruia at Los Angele.s and Berkeley, courses 
were condiicti'd for training waders of parents’ groups and for par- 
ents on [U'ohh'nis of child development. 

'I he California State Board of Health, in its bureau of child hy- 
giene furnishes outlines for mothers’ study clul . i.ssues leaflets, cir- 
culars. etc., on many phases of child life and thus supplements the 
work of the public agencies dt'scribed above. 

Another e.xcelient program for parental education varying some-.. 
'\hat in its* methods of jirocediire is comhictial bv the Universitv 
of Minno.sota in cooperation with related agencies. The, Institute 
<if (. hihl A\elfui’e. which conducts a mfi’.sery school for research pur- 
iHises, carries on studies in child development, trains leaders in the 
fiehl of child life, uiul dini.seminates sciejitific. information through 
conferences with parents, publications, and exteTision service.^ 

A free correspondence Course for residents of Minnesota for which, 
during 1927, Il.JtOO indUiduuls are reportcil to have enrolled, was 
roiulueted by the Inst^ute of C’hild Welfare. To persons who re- 
side outside of Minn^ta this courte is offered at a nominal fee. 
Iji’ssons include the fi^lowing subjects; Importance of <*arlv’ growth, 


H«Tkclr.v, Ciilir., I'nlvortilty df 


’Tlu- .\iirH<T>- .Hrluiol at Inamiitf of CliJlJ WiUurc. 

Cnilfornin. 1‘aronts’ niillvtln .No. 1, .VprII, 10k’.S, 10 pp. 

•UuUplln or Uh- rnlvrmlty of Mliinfsotn. InaUdiro of <•10111 Wolfurr. .Viinuttiicrmnit 
for the year* llt‘2(V- 1 MlnneiiiKillo. Minn. Vol. XXX, .No. 5, Jiin. liej7. u p,,. 
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pliv>i(inl j^i'owtli jind dovolopiiipiit, dirt und clothing, cliildrens 
dispnses, mental «irowth of the ehild. learning. einntif)nal liahits. 
eating; and sleepinji liahits, ote. 

Course?! of six or more lessons on ehild rare and truinin}; have l>een 
frivon throufrh the Minnesi.ta A^'rieultnral Colle<re to study pronps 
in some counties. Or;:ani/!itions lia\’iiu| eonimon ainis^and purposes 
in htirrnony "ith the etdlefie form study ;jroups in eoopn^tion with 
the (adlefTP. Burin;: 1020y-?T in Minneapolis, St. I’auh ami l^tduth. 
two d-cre<lit exteimion eojir.sc's weia* ;:iven in cooperation with thj‘ 

General extension division. x 

Conferences on ehild health and paient education were t>r;:aui7,<'d 
throu;:h the cooperation of many local a;rencies in Minneapolis and 
St. Paul, in 11>27 and lO'iS. and Imaioht topether specialists for the 
di^c^lss^on of the child for the henelit of parents. It is reported that 
at St. Paul :100 fathers attended one session of the conference. 

The Iowa Child AVelfare Ee.scarch Statical, estahlished in 1017 
under public funds which were suhseqiiently au;rmented hy grants 
from a foiindation, carries on its researcli. studies not only in lahoru- 
tory pre.seluvol ;rroups of the T’niversity of Ii>wa hiit also in a chil- 
1 dren’s Imspital, the university elementary seh.oid and hi"h school, 
and in the homes of Iowa City. This station, which’ is reported to 
be the fir.st of its kind in the I nited St:ites, ^ets as <i enoidinatin;: 
center for the ehild wel fare re^umdi of the university. Pundamental 
problems on phvsical, mental, moral. ;uid sociid development ate 
.studied and students are trained in the eare of 'children. Confer- 
ences and institutes on child study are (‘omhicted for jianmts, teachers, 
and others whose interests are allied. 

PRIVATE AGENCIES PROMOTING PROGRAMS OF PARENT 

' EDUCATION 

At Hnrrishurp, Pa., in a state-wi*le conference on i>arental 

education was held which was attended hy 30 representatives from 
city school boards, university facidtios, soeial work and adult ediwa- 
tion a;rencies. national and State orcanizalions of parents and ^ 
teachers. 

A committee <»f the Pennsylvania (’on^Jress of Parents and leach- 
ers was apiKiintod to survey apd report on all parent-education work 
carried on in Pennsylvania and to formulate concrete plans for iv-sin;: 
all educational ami social n^^encies in* the development of a State 
pfopr***^ of cooperation in this phase of education. ' Thi.s conunittoe 
outlined a 4-year ))ro;rram in parenthood which has been published 
by the Peniisvlvania Con;:i’e.ss of Parents and Teachers.^ 

•Educallon In rnrcntlioixl. V.ar 1-Tlw> Home llockKround. l-enimylvanlu l onKroM of 
rarontK nnd TrachurM. 102S. IG BP. 
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General specifications for the ^^uidunce of experts chosen t<Q)repare 
the material for this project cover 31 topics, nainely. 

Yedr I — The home backgrouful . — (1) Some essentials in the 
hoiiH*; (2) her^jrlLty; (3) environiuont ; (4) tlie partner’s in parcnt- 
liood; (5) jrartnership adjustments; (0) home oi-<:anization : (7) 
he (8) the intellectual setting. 

year // — The prexchool age . — (1) Before birth; (2) infancy and 
early year’s; (3) the natur’e rrnd the instincts of the ])reschool child; 
(4) habits and what to do with them: (.'») sonre nioi’o liuhits; (G) 
health — later and now; (7) play and playmates. 

Yeae III — The .'irhool child . — (1) The elementary school years; 
(2) making tin' most of hitbits; (3) attitrrdes and nptitinh*s; (4) 
s^H’ial development rtrnl adjrrstments; (.■)) recr’eation; (G) what your’ 
eliild reads; (i) srtcr’eedin^ inschord: (8) wlien and how. for 1hin«;s 
your chihl should know. * 

} ear IV — AdoJeticent i/oufk . — (1) Thr* natin’e of adolescence; (2) 
die ernotiona! ba<’k;iround ; (3) altitudes and habits; '(4) social 
needs: (.3) ediicat ional '^ririihince ; ((») vocational ^riMdance : (7) 
recr’eatioH aTld health; (S) the intellect rnd and spiritirul. ’ 

4 he publication iniduded thoirirht-sliinnlat in<j qrre.stions: (|ueslions 
suitable for a parent-teachor association rneotirif;; reports of e.xperi- 
enccs and home projects; the use of tlie home as a laboratory for 
carr’vin^ out sii;;^estions for pioccdiu’cs, obsru’vatirm. and the devel- 
opment of habits in j^arents and children; and annotated references. 

At Columbia Univer’sity, Now York, the Institute of Child Wel- 
fare Resear’ch of Teacher.s Collej^e, which is a center for rcsearrh 
in child lif*' and parent education, is used for the various resear-ch 
activities of Teaclier’s Collcpe in pr’oljlerns of child development. 
This includes ^ome of a nonacademic nature. Deinon.st rations and 
e.xjreriments are conducted hy the> institute which, in training leader’s 
in the fiolrl of ))ar’ental education«-nnd child <K“velopment, makes 
use of the study gr’orrps oi-ganized by the Child Study Association 
of America as demonstration centers. 

Cooperating with other ageheies, the findings of scientific research 
in child welfar’e ar’e made public. The activities of the institute, 
according to re|)orts of the university, inclitde: Intensi^'c study of 
children ir\ the mrr.sery scliool or psychoeducational clinic, main- 
tained in conrSection with the institirtc for IG children between 2 
and 4 years of age; jrrobletn childr’cn and the elfect of their sur- 
r’oirnrlings; aclinic for educational I’eseai’ch; child care; the training 
.of strident.s in the technirjue of obtaining and copipiliirg scientific 
data r’egar’ding children ; a study of factors in the home that influence 
sleep; and the problems of child-caring institution.s. 
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Under llie direetion of the home-study division of tlie department 
of university extension of Colnmbiii University, in 1920, radio loe- 
tures (for parents) Avcre. broadeast once eaeh week from October 
to June on the lieulth of children of nil ajii-s. Outlines of the lee- 
tures were furnished in ndvance. The lectures covered: Factors 
preceding oiith which influenced the health of the child, health of 
the infant, the runabout child, and tlu' adolescent child. 

In 1927-2S, the A\’^ashin;zton (I), C.) Child Welfare Re.^earch Cen- 
ter was orjianized. The following ei^ht local organizations, inchid- 
in<? thr(‘C pmcrnim-ntal agencies, are., represented on the ex(HMitiv(' 
coniniitlee and considtin;; staff of thi.s center: Ihireau of Home 
Economics, Pidthn* Health Service, Ruroau of Kdiication, Ameri- 
can Home Economics Associati«)n, American Association of Uni- 
versity Women, National Reseairch C^)iincil, (ieor;;e Washinjifon 
Universitv, and I'niversitv of Marvland. A director of research 
and four teachers constitute the stalF of the center which has facili- 
ties for 25 chihlren whose a^res approximate years. (’onteinplate<l 
iii the plans of this c«’nter are cla.sses and conferences for the parents 
of children enrolled, and observation and research in the development 
and j'lowth of these, yonn^ children. 

The e<lucational j)i'o;rram <if the Merrill-Palmer School of Oetroit, 
Mich., includes preparental and parental instruction. Three types 
of cour.ses are oi^An through individual instruction to: Parents of 
children nttendinj^*^ie nur.sery school, jiarents of children broiijiht 
for consultation, and outsiders seeking; assistance from specialists. 
OroUp .instruction is* <;iven to jicrsons outside the nursery school 
through special lectures ;fnd organized courses. 

The course in parental education offered hy Cleveland Collej'e, 
Western Reserve Universitv. is <lesi*rn«*d*espe<Mally to m<‘et the needs 
' of parents and others interested in the welfare of children. The 
problems of health, nutrition, housekeepin<r, art ,in the home, the 
psycholopy and eduontion of tl»e child in ea< h period. of its «rro\vlli, 
family' relations, parental edneation leadership, fathers’ problems, 
and parent-teacher work constitute the .subjects treated in this' course. 

Baylor University, Texas, the Universities of Goor^rij^ and of Uin- 
einnati, and home economies departments in many seho(ds aiul col- 
lepes offer instruction of- some type or other on child development 
and family life or on related suhjecl.s. 

FtrUNDATloN OKANT.S ENCOI KAOE I’AKENTAL EnUCATKiX 

In order to develop the field of res<*ureh in child development and i 
parent education, the Laura Spelnian Rockefeller Memorial has ap- 
propriated funds, beginninfj in 1924, which make possible the devel- 
opment of centers for scientific research, national fellowships, activi- 


T 


PARENT EDTTCATION 7 

in some phase of pariMii eilucation in several private or^junizu- 
lions, and the res(>nr(‘h work rondneted hv the Committee on Child 
Development of ihe National Research Council. 

The purpos<>s of this foundation in making various grants are 
speciheally state<l in reports to be “ for scientific research, the prep- 
aration of teaching materials, the training of leaders for child-study 
^\\(uk, and piiictn’al organization of parent and tcaclu'r grwips for 
Ihe study of child life and chihl welfare.” X 

Centers for researcli in child life and parental education- ifre in 
(»peralion under these grants at rniversity of California, Teachera 
(’olh'go of (’olumhia Vnixeisity. rniversity of Iowa. Iowa State 
College ()f Agriculture, rniversity of Minnesota. Yale TTniversity. 
Slate College of Agriculture of rniversity of Georgia. College of 
Home Kconomics of (kuripfl rniversity, and State Department of 
Education of Chdifornia, ami elsewhere. " ' 

I his foundation has niuvie it possilile through grants for .several 
organizations to extend their programs of .service, to parent.s. Among 
these are: American Association of rniversity IV.mien, American 
Home Economics Association, Child Study As.socintion of America, 
Cfunmiltee (*n Child Development of National Research Council,' 
Cleveland Foundation, Child AVelfare Research Center. Washington] 
D. C\. and other agencies. 

CHILI) .STI OY A.SSOriATIOX OF .AMERICA 

Thus organization, centered in New York City, arranges and con- 
<lucts loeal and regional institutes, cpn'erencos, Vnd training classes, 
and assists the Instil ule of Child Welfare of Columhia rniversity in 
Its demonstrations and experiments in child .study and parental 
education. The formation lind development of study gronp.s ia 
reported hy this organization ns its basic work. Fifty-four graduate 
► slmlonts. eight of whom were fellow.ship students, are reported to 
have been registered, for a course in parental education conducted 
jointly ii, 11)20-27 hy the Child Study Association of America and 
the Child Welfare Ro.search Institute of Teachers College, Columbia 
rniversity. To provide for student practice in leadership 28 special 
gn)ui>s were organized. These w^e connected with A^nrious organi- 
zations, such as parents’ as.sociations, neighborhood houses' and settle- 
ments, health and welfare centers, c^inrche.s, and other groups. Ten 
other groups were organized among foreign-born women for student 
ob.servation. 

Seventy-five qualified workers in parental education or related 
fields regi.stered for the 10-day institute on parental education held in 
January, 1927, to bring together for critical examination and dis- 
cussion the contributions of modern Science to this subject. 

62304'— 20 ^2 
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mK.N'NIAIi ST'I{\T,Y OF FniTATTON. IOL’fi-1028 

Twelve {rroiij)s. (‘<m<lnrtetl :it the hefulquiirtei's of (lie Chihl Study 
AsswiaMtti of Aineri<‘u in New York (’ily (luritifr 11)27-28. Iiavinj 2 : a 
total incmiHTship of 2;il persons and uiuhr the leadership of ex- 
porienced stalT inendiers, diseussed nrobleins of childhood. More 
than l.^O local child study •rroii|>s. approxiniat in;r l.’^OO incinhers. af- 
filiated with the organization. Lectures and conferences, varvin<; 
from one to threi' days each, have Ikh’U ludd for fathers and mothers. 
A 4-\v<'ck training c(Mirse for leaders in parental education was con- 
ducted in 11)28 at the headqnartcis. in which i i^dit students were en- 
rolled. Ih'ports. pamphlets, lists olyhool^ for parents and, for hoys 
and t/irU. manuals for leaders, and ( uTTd Study, the oUlcial monthly 
orpm of the association, constitute .■^onie of the puhlication-^ of (he 
organization. 

. cim.n-orin.vNCK ci.iNirs 


(,'hild-{;ui<lance clinics, developed iindi'r the C’onunonwealth I'liml. 
have heett considered coininunity projcct> nMjuirin^ in each center 
(he cooperation of all lo<-al health, .social, and educational a»rencies. 
Childrto from h to 17 ymus of ajre whose hchavior showi'd Hudesir- 
ablo pers'onality traits and hahits. which, if aotVorrected early, inioht 
develop into deliiap'jticy in adidt life*, havi* heen ])laced hy parents, 
teachers, social and lu'alth agencies undi'r the child-onidance clinics 
wherever they are *‘stah|isheil. Such conuniinity ( linics have heen 
e.stahlisluMl in Cleveland, Dallas, Minneapolis. Los .Vn;reles, St. Louis, 
St. Paid, lialtiniore, J\filwaukeo, Pasadena, and Kichinond, and some 
aid has'hcen «riven to other cities havinjr some, hut not- all, of the 
facilities for estahlishinfj: such clinic.s. Variations e\ist*in the or- 
jjfanizution and methods of (ho clinic.s. 

It is reportcil (hat. |lurin;j: the year 1027-28 the Cointnonwealth 
Fund jiranted $007,000 to develop cl lihl-pni dance, cliniis, visit inj' 
teacher work in puhlic schools, ^nl other projects relateil to child 
welfai’e. 

Followiinr a h-vear demonstration in the visitin«r teacher service, 
this work has heen estahlisheil in the puhlic-school systems of 48 
communities in 82 dillerent States, is reported that 17»,480 chil- 
ilren have heen aided in the.se. ciuiter.s. 

The estahlishnient of an Institute of ('‘hild (Juidance in New York 
City provides a fidly equipped centiT for research and for jiractical 
demonstration for the problems of children and sjiecial trainin«^ of 
jisychiatri.st.s, psycludo^ists, and social workers. Fellow.ship fnfnls 
for .students in this institute, have been estahli.shed hy the C’onunon- 
wealth Ftind anil are administered by the New York School of Soidal 
Work, Smith C'ollejte School for Social Work, and the National 
Committee for Mental Hygiene. 
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The CommonwenKh F.mhI has issue.! ,i panif.hlet in tlu- 

<■ inies are (l.sn,s.e,j i„ re!ati..nsl,i,, to vari.ai.c social factors* It 
also p„bl,.1.c.| ,n 1<IL>S a stu.Iy in parent-hil,] rclationsl.ips whirl, 
conlams valnahle data for parent. .Irawn inan s.ane of the (vpieal 
experience, ot lathers an.I mother, whi.-j, have been ^^•lt here.]' from 
I’ccord. of the .litiic..'' 

AMI :i;i( AN iioMK i:ro\ox,n s asso. i a i io\ 

IIh' i Il.iiii, K,„m,rii;,'- A^M., H„. 

two y,,,r. u> :u.l l in 

I’'"' (lie i.ni^rruin for wiiirli i- i„ ,lr,ror ..f u li. l.l 

worker ivlio o,v,.e „ n'l-viie of i„iisultiiri„n ni„i sii„|ie. nn,| 

Miveelrterdoiie. Tills |)i„j,Tl is I wiili 111,, 

eei.lioim,s >„ sr lrools „ri.| ,„|l,.oes. A siirve.v I, as i[i,. I,v llris 

oiWMi.znlror, of work i„ ,l„v. ,,,.,1 

evermio ,.|„sms in |,ii|,lie seliools niiil II, i' ,i,.|,,i, Miieiils „f - 

mill Inis I Iiniler (lie lille of ('MM llevelo|„m.|il im.i 

larenliil lion,,. Keimoiiiles. Tliis ii.soeiiil i„„ 

...lors liie fi,„. s ^-ra„l,.,l lie lire Laura S|.el, 

for (lie A\ Msliineloii (D. I Welfare Kesearel, Ci.nier 

Wliroiiol, „s Iiionlhly ollieiiil oroan. lire .ro„rii„l of I|,„„e He,,, 

ii'ilieles on el,il,| ,levelo|,nie„l iinil parenlal eilneiilion are l,iil,li,l„.,| 
to^^'ther wiih alNtriicIs of the j)eriodical iitcniliire of I he lieM. 

srrnv .atorrs kok < (ti.i,i:(ii:--n{vi\n) uomkn ^ 

The American ,\ss<,ciat ion of rniversiiy ’Women reports an bi- 
-<u,si\e ..tin)\ diirin^r jnesehooi. eiementary. and adolescent 

n ii.ation. and has carried on a project of orerani/,in<r sludv frroups 
Jiinono colh.o,i.t,.;,i,H.ti ^v.anen. It is reportml that diirinij’ 

< •0 mothers of youn^rvhildren ami oth,‘r adults inte.^sted in vonn- 
children const it uttal the memhership of 11!) stu.lv LMvnps which 
^v.-re or-amzo.l umler the .lirectica, of this ass.,.iat ion. lii OA .Mtios 
• M-anelies of the Anicrieuii Asso.iution of rniversitv W.mien eo- 
operau*. last year with the pro<rram of stu.Iy. The .juarlerlv i.)ur- 
nal .If tins asso<-iation eontoins a depr.ilnient .a, preschool, elemen- 
tary, an.I a.loleseent education. 

✓ 

N ATIOXAIr roi'.VlIl, <IK rAIIKN'TAL KDl < ATIo\ 

Active leaders enpified in organized ]),-.,;rrams for par.-ital .Mhi. a- 
Jion formed a national eouneil for par ental e.lucation in 1!H>(5 to pm- 
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mote the development of leadership in this field; to act. as a clearinf; 
house of information on the subject cf parental education and allied 
subjects; to disseininiite information of the work hein;r daiwH-fo~study 
and evaluate methods, materials, and I’esalts in (ho field of parental 
education: to encourafre tlw* preparation of materiafs and to, foster 
the development of parental education tlirouflh existin;; agencies,* 
The ollice of tliis orjianizalion i> in New ^ork City m ch .rfje of an 
execn t i ve secret a ry . hairman of the council, consult inj: director, 

committee chairmen, ajul a ^'overninji board fonniilatf* and direct 
the ]>nru‘it's of the council. 


oTiira a<;i:n<'IKs 

^Fanv orj;ani/.at ions not already note<l an* makiiij; wnrthy con- 
tributions to die educati(»n of parents in mental and pliysieal health 
and in allied subjects, iucludin" Knssell Sa^'o Foundati<*m American 
Child HcaJth .Vssociation, National Committee for Mental Hygiene. 
Eli'/.aboth McCormick Memorial Fnnd, riayjinmnd and Uecreation 
Ass(K-iation of AmericUT's^merican Social Hygiene Asswiation. 
Amefucan Mt'dical AssoyXtioh. and many other or<rani/.a( ions. 

N.\T10.\AL CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS 

KejMUts on the projrcess of parent-tcacluT associations in the 
United States; .set forth the niiinerical prowtli nnd the trends of 
flu'so oriranizations fn»m year to year since lSf)7. xvlien the movement 
to brinjr about cnoperatiim betwei'n the home and sidiool liejian.' 
Some of the outstanding features of (ho profjrnm <»f this orjranization 
are: The p'adual molding; of h>eal units as intejrral pai'ts of the Na- 
tional Conjircss of Parents and ^1^‘achers: the ohan^infi emphasis 
from nioney-raisiner activities to a program for tlie serious study of 
parent problems; (he development of an educational program adapt- 
al)le alike to rural or eitv conditions and to national, State, or local 
orfianizations; the establishment of cooperative relationships with 
apenc-ies and oriranizations whose aims are allieil ; and tlie dovelop- 
ment of a suitable literature to meet the prowin«r needs of orpiniza- 
fions and memhers.\ 

The mnnerieal growth of the National Congress of J’nrents and 
Teachers iluritiir the biennium «f 10‘2r>-lh28 ha.s rea<-he»l the hiph 
level of 1,275.401 members, an increase of about 32 por cent during 

* Paront Trarlii r .V-isorintlonH nt ^Vo^k. nirnnliil nurvey of ptliicatloji, 1022—1924. 
Wnuhlnjrton, I>. Siiprrlntrmlpnt of Donim^ne^. (Jovornmt'r.f IVliitlnj? Office. 1923. 
15 pp. It:, tt. Hun-au of Kd\irnll<»n. RviUotln. 1023. No. 30.) raront -Teacher AaaocU- 
tfona. nirnnlnl .'»nr\“py of cilurntlon. 1024-1929. Wnj*hlii(Tton, 1>, (\. Sopcrlntfndrnt of 
ntuumcnlH. <;o\p.iiinpnt Trlntlng Office, 1027. 28 pp. (U. H. Buri^au of Kducaticm. 

Bulletlo, 1027, No. 11.) 
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the past, two years.** Tlie membership* m Maine ami in Utah i.s re- 
ported to liave more than doubled diirin^r ipos. 

The parent -teacher movement dei)ends for it.s normal ‘rrowth upon 
the exci'llence of leadershij) and strict adherence to fundamental 
purposes ami voluntary service of a hi<:h' diaracter. Dtirinj: the 
jmst two years increase in metnbershii) has lx>en accelerated by meni- 
lleiship drive.s carried on by local association.s in an attempt to attain 
standards of e.vcelleiice established bv the national 


or^mnizat ion. 


MWND.AIU) .\M> Sl’PKRTOi: ASS( K'l ATION S 

A standai.l asMu-iuiioii. as defined by the Natic.nal Conjrre.ss of 
I aiTiits and learlier.s, is one in which there is a nienibership of oO 
per cent of the homes and teachers; an attendance annually of at 
‘least GO j)er cent of the membership; active, working- standin<r com- 
mittees, jnchulint; hospitality, publicity, proprams, and membership; 
H\ repular meetinps dtirinp the year; compliance with State by-laws 
lepardinp dues; a pro^'ram planned in advance, based upon certain 
educational objectiy<‘s: a hval ‘f^ftblicity ebairman furnishinp Iwal 
paimrs lepularly with the new.s of the organization; a progiam cele- 
hraiuig the founding of the organization followed by a gift for 
Stale and national extension work; 10 per cent or more of familie.s 
•Mikseribing for the national and State official organs; no promotion 
of (ommemal undertakings or sectarian or political partisanship, 
and observance of parliamentary pi-omlure in conducting meetings 
!i])})roved by State branch.® 

lo be V .a.^sed as a siijierior as.sociation,” a local organization must 
not only fulfill the foregoing requirements Uit in addition mu.st 
develop a iiiemliersliip of 75 per cent of the parents and teachers- 
muM5 per cent of the families in memlKTship must be subscribers 
10 the national official organ. The association must maintain, in 
accordance with national stantlards, one active preschool circle. 

0m addition to the committees named for a standard as.sociation, it 
must have six additional .standing committees with contacts estab- 
lished with coriesp<mding committee.s of State organizations. It 
nuLst give aid in organizing a new a.s.swiation or help one in need- 
It must .send one delegate to the district or council meeting, and one 
delegate, with expenses paid, to the State convention. It must 
pre.sent or read short messages from nfational and State presidents 
at regular meeting.s. It is believed by leaders in this work that the 

OwwriT? rleveliino, Ohio. Apr. 30 („ Mnv r,. 1»2N 

ro^th of National CongrcBn of aod Touchers n ’n4 niH.tr. n r* 

tl«ul Con»re« of and Toucher.. loJs 639 pp C.. Na- 
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# * 

maintenance of Midi stamlanls ensures the stren^rtheninp and growth 
of these units. Directions for the work of ineuibershii) committees 
liave been outlined l»y the national organization.’" 

KXTKNSION SKftVK K FOR UROANIZ \TIONS 

The great incn'use nunierically of the National Congress of 

I’areiits and Teachers necessitated the e.stahlishment in 19'J7 of an 

# 

extension divi>.inn for rescairch :it the national headquarters in 

a>liington to >tudy intensively the needs of the Held and to devise 
])Ians for meeting ihctii. An extension secretary a.-'semhled, organ- 
ized. and evaluated Imlleiins. magazines, pamphlets, posters, and 
material on child welfare, of all descriptions: organized a jiamphlet 
service and piaqiared or arranged sources of supply of visual aids 
to punmt-teacheL work, such as charts, maps, slides, etc., which are 
madi* availahle to organizations in memhership with State and na- 
tional coimross oi'iranizations. This division and the executive 
division are the units of service maintained at the headipiarters in 
Washington. D. f’, 

DKCAinMKNTS. m UKAl'S, .STAVOIN'O COMMlTTr.ES 

Followinir a study of the departments, hnreaus. and .standing 
committees of the National Congress of Parents and Teachers during 
1JHJ7-28. a reorganization of the machinery of the organization was 
hemm in the interest of efticienev. d'his rcsidted in tlie consolidation 
of some related activities, the discontinuance of some, and tlie real- 
location of others, 'riiere are now committees at large: G bureau'' 
and committees alhicate«l in departments, each of which is under 
the direction of a vice president. In the new alignment there are no 
committees under the department of organization aiul re.M'arch. The 
couimittee.s are groupi’d under si.x depart nu'Uts as follows: Dejiart- 
ment of extension— jiarent-teacher coursi's' and memhership commit- 
tees; department of puhli<- welfare — citizen.ship. juvenile protection, 
legislation, library extension, motion picture>j, recreation, ami safety 
eomniittees^ depart ment of education — art. musu'. drama and pag- 
eunlrv, humane eduiation, kimh’rgarten extension, school education, 
student loans and scholarships, and physical education committees: 
department of home .service — chihlren's reading, home economic.s. 
home education, standards of literature, social standarils, thrift, and 
spiritual training; department of health— physical hVgiene. mental 
hygiene, .social hygiene, ami the sutumer round-up of children; com- 
mittees at large — thild welfare magazine, endowment fund, budget, 
extension among colored people, and founder’s day comniittecs. 

‘•nandbook. Nnlloniil i’on«rr.Mn of Pnn-nts and TonrlPTH. \VB«»hlng(t)n. D. National 
<*ongrr.^8 of Parents and Tpach^rs, 1028. 108 pp. 
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\Vork of the Xntional Conjjress of Parents and Teachers is curried 
on by Uie officers and the committees, bureaus, and conulutte^s at 
lar>;e, Tlie operation of this niachinery foi cliild welfare has been 
previously clescribecl in a bulletin of the Bureau of Education." 


^U( IIKR ASS(X*IA'1 IONS AM) ri HLU ITY 

The maintenance by the Xational Con^u-ess of Parents and 
Teachers of a puldicily bureau with an active nianaei.i- cajiahle of 
conduct ine not only practical press service necessary to educate the 
public on the important jihases of the movement and its jiro^n-ess 
but also (.f traininir novices in publicity work, has been an important 
factor in the development of the parent-teacher movement. A 
country-wide correspondence course in publicity was carried on ip 
and demonstrations, exiierinients, and Lnstitutc.s were among 
tlie activities reported. In consei|Uence. publicity budgets were insti- 
tut(‘d in 1!) State organizations; many State organizations send their 
chairmen of publii-ity to conventions; and parent-teacher news is 
constantly interchangeil through local. Stale, and national agencies. 
•V compilation of plans, methods, and results of publicity work for 
live years was issued to guide State and local workers in iiiterjircting 
to the public the meaning of the parent-tenrher movement.'- 

srMMKK ROl*Nl)-T'P OIM H1L1)R1:N 


Puritig the pa-t two years the summer round-up of chihlren, a 
nation-wide activity ot‘ the Xational Congress of Parents and 
I'eacliers. begun in PCX), to insure the entram e into .school of children 
tree from remediable physical defects, has reached new lewis. The 
project was initiatetl and developed under the direction of Mr.s. A. II.' 
Keeve, president. The main objectives are to give children 

a lietter start in life, to reiluce the number of children wlio.se. work 
may be retanled by physical handicaps, and to reduce the number 
who fail to jiass ;nto the .second grade becau.se of physical handicaps. 

E.xaminations, recommemlaf ion.s.^ and the correction of defecLs 
must ncces.saiilv be made by e.xperts, but the decision as to whether 
the e.xanunation shall be made and whether the defects discovered 
shall be corrected rc.sts witli parents. Such a caiii|)aign, properly 
conductetl. carries with it an educational value for parents and 
teacher.s. Reports indicate that -during Ib27-‘J.S a total of 2.120 
group.s in local communities in 44 States participated in ^lis cam- 
paign. This was an increas»* of nearly 40 per cent over the groups 


lo”^ZZ- ''d rnn>nt Tc-ncl.or Association,. 

"’•’‘hti'lfton. ))• C., Oovmimciil rrlnttnifOmcc. 1027. 28 pp. il’ 8 Bureau 
of Education Ilulli*lln. No. 11 .) ** 

“Kohn Uurn riulcrtail. .V l‘ubllclty I'rlm.r. Wn.hlUBton. 1>. C.. N..Uo.,.| Coagreu 
of Parents nnd rencherB, lOliT. ^ 
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registered in li)2T and in the number winch curried tlirough the 
campaign requirements. In Flint, ^lich.. for example, a local par- 
ent-teacher association is connected with every. scjiool and a summer 
round-up is carried on in every us.sociation. Cooperation with exist- 
ing agencies is advocated rather than to set up new machinery foi’ 
this project. In practice this has resulted in the welding togKhcr of 
national, State, and local public and private organizations and insti- 
tutions capable of making suitalilo c(»ntributions to this campaign. 

In connection with this campaign free medical and dental serv- 
ice is provided for children of indigent families. This is arranged 
by a committee which cooperates unostentatiously with social 
agencies prepared to take care of such matters. 

Several States, including California, have fo\md it difTicidt, for 
one reason or another, to adapt the summer round-uji plans of the 
National Congress of Parents and Teacliers to their particular sit- 
uations. California, has, however, carried on an e.xcellent state-’ 
wide child health program for several years. 

Registrations for the 192S-20 campaign before July. 1028, are 
reported to have been made by 2.4:i2 parent-teacher associations. 

The National Congress of Parents and Teachers has adopted the 
summer round-up of children ns a permanent activity of the organi- 
zation, functioning under its department of health. Among the or- 
ganizations cooperating actively in this project are the Children’s 
Bureau, Bureau of Education, American Child Health Association, 
American Medical Association, State departments of education and 
health, and a long list of experts in health, education, and allied 
subject*. 


One of the handicaps of the parent -teacher movement has been the 
lack of trained, experienced leaders. The National Congres.s of 
Parents and Teachers has initiated a constructive jirogram in order 
to overcome this handicap. Through courses, imstitutes, schools of 
instruction, conferences and classes in parent-teacher work, leaders 
are trained in the technic of the work by regularly appointed officers, 
field workers, or secretaries of the national organization. Qualified 
instructors are provided for credit courses in colleges and universities. 
Two courses are given at the summer school of Columbia University 
by the executive secretary of the organization. Among the 86 stu- 
dents enrolled in 1027 in this course were superintendents, super- 
visors, college teachers, deans, supervising principals, high and grade 
school teachers, some of whom were working for master’s or doctor’s 
degrees. A course 'm parent-teacher work for training normal school, 
college, and university teachers was instituted in 1926 at Columbia 
under the same instructor. 


COUHSES IN r.\l(KNT-Tr.A< IIKU WORK 
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Credit course in the technic of organization, development, an 
< ondiict of purent-teacher associations and of jn'ofirain makin 
are reported in 1927-28 to have been given in at least 16 States. 
I hey are usually offered in summer sessions by. universities, 
colleges, and normal schools. Schedules have been issued an- 
nouncing either credit or noncredit courses of varying length to 
he given in 1028-29 at the following institutions: Alabama College; 
^yabama Polytechnic Institute; Northern Arizona State Teachers 
(’ollege; Arkansas State Teachers College ; San Diego (Calif.) State 
Teachers College; Adams State Normal School, AlaAosa, Colo.; 
I niversity of Delawan>; University of Florida ; University ’cif 
(Jeorgia; University of Hawaii; University of Idaho; Illinois Stale 
Normal University; Indiana Universily; Iowa State Teachers Col- 
lege; Central Jlichigan Normal School; Northern State Teachers 
College, Marquette, Mich.; i\Iichigan State Normal College; Uni- 
versity ofMississippi; Columbia University, New York; North Caro- 
lina College for Women; University of North Carolina; North 
Dakota State Teachers College; Wittenberg College, Springfield, 
()hio;^Iiami University, Oxford, Ohio; Ohio Northern, University; 
Cleveland (Ohio) College; University of Pittsburgh; Winthrop 
College, Rock Hill, S. C. ; University ot Tennessee; Tennessee State 
Teachers Colleges; Denton (Te.x.) State Teachers College; Univer- 
sity of Virginia; Marshall College, Huntington, W. Va. ’ 


m U.M. DEMoNSTHA'nONS IN PAnKNT-TK.VCHU{ OUGAMZATION 

The 5-yenr rural demonstration in parent-teacher organization in 
North Dakota which was inaugurated in 1924 at the roipiest of the 
State superintendent of public instruction has been directed and 
financed for three years by the National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers. This demonstration wa.s .suspended at the end of the third 
year in order to give the organization.s time to coordinate their ef- 
forts w'ithin the State. That conditions existed requiring special 
adjustment is evidenced in tl»e report of the State pre.sident for 
1927-28 in which it is stated that most of the local organizations are 
connection with 1-room rural sc*ho(»ls where it is difficult to make 
cmitacts with other organizations. Thi/ty county councils of parent- 
teacher associations were organized during the year 1927-28 to give 
inspiration and to close up the gaps between the local and the State 
organization. The North Dakota organization reports that during 
the biennium 1920-1928 the tneniber^hip increased from 8 552 to 
23,960. 

The National Congress of Parents and Teachers transferred its 
rural demonstration work in the organization of parent-teacher as- 
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sociations from North Dakota foi^ho time boiog to Nebraska late in 
The objective for' the first, year was to organize parent- 
teacher associations in 10 jicr cent of the schools in counties partici- 
pating by September, 1928. It is reported that 47 county superin- 
tendents of schools requested assistance in their respective counties. 
Four field organizers of the national organization worked in the 
State strengthening weak parent-teacher associations, organizing new 
associations, addressing teachers’ institutes, and training leaders. 
Two hundred and one associations were organized und(‘r this denion- 
.‘-tration during 1927-2.8. 

A bulletin entitled "Program Dhcu.ssion Miiteriitl for Nebraska 
Rural Parent-Teaiher As.M)ciations." prepared by the director of 
rural education in the State department of education, and isMied by 
the department in llt2i, provided basic material foi iue(*tings of 
rural associations. County superintendents re]>ort a better spirit of 
cooperation betwe<‘n parents and teachers, greater interest in the 
schools, better community s[)irit, and incrrtis« in the number of 


organizations. 


PKm;RAMS FOR ICURvMi (IKOURS 


The development of panm^^l -teat her associations in rural sections 
ha.s been a slow and diflicult problem. The tlemonstrations in rural 
coinuiunit ies in Delaware, Xorth DaUotu, and Nebraska indicate 
what progress luav be e.\i>o(de<l when leadcr.s are trained t»t organize, 
and when suitable ju'ograms are available for rural groups. 

lender the guidance of a spi'cialist in rural life of llie buieau of 
rural life, of tlie National Congre.-s of Parents and Teachers, a com- 
mittee was eonsiitntctl of 100 men and women nationally known for 
tlieir contribution to tlie progres.s of tlic farm, tbe luial bona, the 
rural school, and rural community life. 

Three conferences were held by this eommitlee during 1027 ami 
1028, the first two in Wa.diington, D. C.. and tbe third in CleveUiml, 
Ohio. At the first eobfereiice danuary C, 1027, the objeetive of the 
eommittee's work wa.s detennineil; "To consider tbe euviromuont 
of the rural child in relation to tlie seven objectives in education 
adopted l>y the’ congress ns its general program. At (hi.s confer- 
ence seven ■ subeonimit tees were organized and a>sigTmienls were 
made for the work of tl.o eoinniittees. 

The puri>ose of the rural life hnrenu is: To place general informa- 
tion at the service of the States regarding those niral life interests 
which retjuire special research or national action ami to prepaie 
practical plans and programs which may be adapted to the needs 
of the individual rural community. 
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Specinl chairmen who were experts in their fieUis were chosen -to 
uotk ^\ith selected groups of coinmittee members in j)reparinfji>oiirce 
material based upon the seven cardinal objectives of education which 
have bee/i adopted as the program the national organization.’^ 

In building the ]>rogram for rural parent-teaclicr associations a 
conference was held in Washington. D. at the Bureau of Kduca- 
tion, beptenihcr 2G and 27, lh27.''* The obj(‘ctive of this conference 
was to (leveloi) for the programs of rural parent-teacher tinits sucli 
materials as might be useful in carrying forward their work success- 
fully. Participants in thi.s confen'iice were reprc'sentatives of the 
Bui can of Kdiicatifin. federal Board for Vocational Education, 
Beparlmont of Agriculture. Childrens Bureau. Public Health 
Service. American Home Economics Association, .Vational h^du- 
cation Association, American Civic Association. National Catho- 
lic V eltare Conference. Better Homes in America, the United States 
Chamber of Commerce. Southern AVoman s Educational Alliance, 
and officers and workiu’s of the National Congress of Parents and 
leachers. Organized into .seven groups, each group considered one 
of the following objectives of education: .Sound health, worthy hom€ 
membeiship. vocational ellectivt'ui'ss. mastery of toids. techiiics and 
spirit of learning. wIm* u-i' of^ leisure, useful citizenship, ethical 
character. 'I’lie following four qinstions were discussed: (1) AVhat 
.lie the ])iobh‘iiis winch lidate to tin* topic of voiir committee? (2) 
A\ hat is the .solution with reference to these particular jiroblems? 
(•B W hat can 4>e done by this organization t«iward the solution of 
tlx'se jvrob|cm>? (1) A\ hat agencies, methods. :uid plans may be 
worked out? 

d'he Challenge of Rural Youth to the National Congri-ss of Par- 
ents and Teachers wa> the theme of the third conference held at 
Ohio. April 27-2S. IPgS. hr the rural life bureau.'^ I 
T\> rii(\ -one w(‘uo ivprcsi iUchI i\\ (liis confiTcnco. Thi 


report brings out: 1 he desirability of helping" the rural ])opulation 
to see the posvjhilities f.ir satisfactions in rural life; that rural 
schools offer advantages which are not fully realized by educators; 
that right <‘on<litions in the home, in the school, and in the com- 
munity are necessary to the projier development -of ehildren; and 
that, in order to do constructive, work pa rent -teacher a.ssociations 
should cooperate with all e.xisfing ngen<Mi’s engaged in work for the 
widfareof ehildren in rural <listriets. 


’’lluiMl l.lfi niir.!Mi, N.nUoiinl of 

nir.il parrnt'trnrlur a.«<P(>cii\tion unll.m. 1027^ 
XntUuhil C'on;,T«’HS of rtirriit.s nnil 
1B27. Wnshln^ton* l>. C.. 1027. 
rrocTpdlnijB. Thirty Hocond nDniinl 
ronfrri'nco of rural hurcan, pp. r»00-r»rj0. 
and Trnchon*, 1028. 


Sourn* in.tUTlnl for tlie use of 


on rural Ufa. Hopt<*xubor 


1‘iirrnf s 
Ui pp. 

ToiiohorH. Conformro 

20 pp. 

moot Ini'. i’lt'Vrlaiiil, Ohio, Apr. T». 1028. 

\\ nshln;:(on, I). C.. National rongrr.»J8 of I^nroDts 
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r.\HKNT EDICATIOX HOME EDICATION 


Tlifi Ijiircau of jaiient education, formerly called the bureau of 
child development, which had functioneil since U)i25 under the direc- 
tion of ])r. Biinr T. Baldwin until his death, was placed in 1928 
[ under the ilirectioij of Dr. l^awson (i. Lowrey. In this bureau the 
i activitie.s relatinjr to study jjrr<»ups, study courses, and a(h)lcscencc 
luiVQ been allocated. A coui'se for .study entitled “The Youn;; 

’ Child,” otitlincs for individual or ^roup study, |iid)lishcd monthly 
in the ofliidal or<ran of the Xational C’onj;ics.s of Parents ami 
Teachers; the cour.scs of the Vnitetl Stales Bureau of Ediication: 
Si.x Projrranis hv (larrv Cleveland Myers; and Study Outlines 
issued by the American A.s.sociation of Tniversity Women are 
reported to have Been used by niatiy study' <;roups. Toi)i<“s of intei - 
est to the inenilK’rs are select<*d by other <rroups and the discussi<m 
and lecture inetluHls are used frenerally. 

Appro.ximately 400 .sttidy circles foi' jairents were leiMUted in 
1027-28 by one-third of the State orfrani/.ations of parent -teaclu'r 
as.sociation.s. California with 18."> <iroups ranks first in number and 
Illinoi.s' second with lOt) groups. 

Accordin'; to the rop<u’t of a c<»nfcrencc on parental education 
held in connection with the nnnnul convention of the national e<in- 
<rre.ss at Clevelnncl, May !!, 1928. four conchision.s ucre reached, 
namely'; That (his orjranization should ii.se hooks with outlines as 
the basis of study ; that the books .selected .should contain discussion.s 
of the needs of children at ditferent periods; that ilie materials 
should befitted to the needs of the avenifzc parent; ami that a scries 
of graded programs he prepared. 

The home education committee of the Xational Oon«;ress of 
Parents and Teacher is another afrenev which conducts a program 
for the education of parents and others in (ho home. It encourages 
readin*;^ habits by furnishing reading courses and by promoting the 
organization of readinj; circles and the tleyelopment of library' 
facilities to meet the needs of this work. In 1027-28 this committee 
worked through JIO Slate and local home education committees. 
The materials recommended 'for the work are the leaflets of the con- 
gress, the reading courses and circdlar letters of the Imited States 
Bureau of Education, the reading courses of the American Library 
Association, and counses of extension divisions of univeriitie^^. 

Four organizations sent representatives to a meeting of the Na- 
tional Committee on Home Education called by the United States 
Conimi.s.sioner of Education at Wa.shington, D. C., April 0, 1928, at 

"Bnlrtwln. l>r, BW T. The Voniig Chllil. Chicago, HI.. .Xmorlcnii I.llrnry Awoclatlon, 
1028. 34 pp. 
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wliich (he follow infi pro^fiain, subsoquontly adopted by the respective 
orj'unizations represented, was reconmiended : 

1. Tho Bnrenn of E^lucation will prepnre annotatc<l reading roursea 

gciienil mi<l special subji’ois, as may be warranted by public demand. 

These, courses will be prei>ared in printed foi'iu and distributed free of charge. 
The liiin^an will al^»o undertake to -rive ^vlde publleity to the project of home 
pending and study i‘ourses. 

2. The American IJhrary Association will (n) continue the preparation and 
paldication of its Reading With n Pnri>oso series: and (h) use its good offices 
in urging uiM^n Icxml libraries, State libraries, and library couimissions the 
d(‘sirabllity and ixniH)rtun<*e of cooperating In making available to readers 
tlic bo<»ks re<juire<I ^or the siiccessfiil pursuit of these courses. 

.i TIm‘ National t Naigress of Parents and Teticliers will actively promote the 
n^e of the reading courses preparetl by the HTircau of Education, the American 
Library Association, ^lui the j^‘^»iiective university extension divisUins, and the 
formation of reading and study groups for the furtlier us<» of these courses. 
The cniigress will also devise jdans for making available in interested com- • 
iiiuniti(\s the books required for thc‘se coijrsi^s. 

4. I be National ITiiversity Extension Assoedation will adopt and promulgate 
ns part of the extensiorj program the rending eonrses issued bv the ITilted 
States Bureau of Education, the American Library Association, and the * 
rev|M.onve extension divisions. Each t‘Xtensioii division subscribing to this 
program will issue on its own behalf a c(?rtlflcate of aebievoment to those 
persfuis wlio conipIet<‘ courses to the satisfaction of the issuing institution. 

For the service of rending papers ami issuing the certificate n reasonable fe<‘ 
may l»e charged. For the present it is ri'commend(»d that this fee be $1. 

If Is also rocoiumentlod that each extension division consider the advisability 
of popularizing these reading courses and other means of adult education 
tlirongb State cominltteef>, congresses, conferences, institutes, and other forms 
«'f cooperative eintcavor. 

Tills program has Ix'oit adopted in extension divisions of IG State 
universities, and hy the nniver.sity e.\ton.sion division of the !Massa- 
ehiisotts Departnient of Education. Other Stute.s are considering 
the advisability of including' it as a part of the extension education 
work. 

Id California, during l))2i— 28, in addition to the I'eadingand .study 
circle work carried on n.s u part of the State and local organizations 
of parents and teachers, tliore were 1C4 parental education groups 
witli an enrollment of r),<H)0 parents organized as a part of the adult 
education program under paid leaders. l'hi.s state-wide project 
has the active support of the California Confj^-ss’of Parents and 
reachers. • 

LmiKATl RV, ON TIIK 1’AHKNT-TEACHEK MOVE5IENT 

Literature on thin movement has generally been confined to leaf- 
lets and bulletins issued by State and national organizations, by 
State departments of education, by c.xtension divisions of universi- 
ties, or by the L nited States Bureau of Education. 
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Tho educntionifl sifinificanco and imdorlyin^ principlos of the 
movomont for tho cooporntion of homo, school, niul coniniunity, tiTul 
tho part tho pafcnt-toiichcr association may take in the dcvolopnicnt 
of child life have boon sot forth in Paronts and Teachers, a textbook 
which has boon is>nod under the auspioo^^ '(»f tho National Conjri'oss 
of Paronts and Teachers.’' 

School Jjifo, tho ollicial periodical of tho Tnited State.'; Bureau of 
Education, carries frecpiojit articles on this nioveniont, and tho.lonr- 
nal of Education, of tho National Ediication Ass^tcialion. and bulle- 
tins ftf the State teachers as.^ociations in many States jjive spiuv in 
their cohiinns to further the work. 

In a recent study of the paretit-toachor orjianization. the activities 
of 8(k) local offranizations in 0 States were listed, analyzed, and 
classified. Thos<‘ States were: California. Iowa. Miclii«.^an. Xew 
Jersey’, N(*w York. North Carolina, Ohio, Texas, and Viff^inia. 

I Three major prolijoms wore stated as objectives of tho sttidy: (1) 
To discover what activities parent-teacher as.sociatiotis ttsiially en*rafrit 
in; (2) to consider what place, if any. such an or*mnization should 
have in our educational profrram; and (8) to tmdortake an evalua- 
tion of present activitie.s to see in what ways, if uny, redirection of 
encrirv should 'take place.'* * 

ORGANIZATIONS IN LARGE CITIES 

Parents’ Ediu-ntional Puirau. — The w(uk of tho Parents’ Eiluca- 
tional Bureau of Porthmd, Orej:., an orpinization xvhose funds are 
derived from jxipular subscription to the conuuunity che.st, is carried 
on by' the volnnt<;j^‘r .service of the. members of t^ir Orcfron Con*rre.s.s 
of Parents and Teachers, Io< al |)hysicians. arur nurse.s. 

Pa rent. s whose children rejri.ster with the bureau are olijrihLe. to 
attend the lectures and discus.siotis on j)ractical ])robleins of child- 
hood which were announced in 1027. The bureait is intoned for 
clinical work with children residinjr in the citv Itetween the of 
2 and 7 years and of any a^e up to 7 years otitsido of tlie city limits, 

rAKKXTs’ iOUX( IL OF riilLADKI.rUIA 

During 10*27-28 the Parents’ Council of Philadelphia hatl a nieiii- 
bership of 018 fathers and mothers in 47 child-study’ groups which 
met weekly or semimonthly. The council maintains for its groups 
a reference and loan library, a bookshop which .supplies books for 

^ _ 

’^Mrsoti. Nfnrtha Sprnicin*, ctlltor. Pnrrntf* an<l TeacluTK. A hiirvt‘y of o^niilzod coop- 
eration of home, school, iind cninmimltj. Boston, (Bnn & C'o.. *tl7 pp. 

Biittor^orlli, JuMnn p. The rarcnt-Tcachcr Abmclatioii and Ita Work. Nw York 
MocmlllaQ Co., 1978. 140 pp. * 
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parents -which are not easily found in bookstores, a bibliopraphy 
and a speakers’ bureau. Publicity lias been issued llirougli 
* the official orpin. Parents’ Council Pilot. Parenthood education for 
families in the corni^iinity who desire it is stated as the objective 
(»f this or<ianization. 

The parents’ Council furnishes leadei-ship for child-study groups 
but takes no responsibility for the orpin izat ion. administration, or 
lioiisiiifr of the poups which have been formed by parent-teacher 
ii.ssoi-mtions, clubs, churches, oi- other community frronps. 

The profirani for a course of lecture-ionference on personality 
{rrowtii in chihlren was prepared in. coojH*ration with the Philadel- 
plya Child Cluidanco Clinic in 1JI28. Ix'aders in education,.p\V<'“>’- 
(ijTV, niul jisychiatrv'^ open the discussions which follow the lectures, 
and nienibers of the p-oup pariiciiiate. 

A monthly bulletin has been issued in niimeoj;raphcd form as a 
]iart of the .service of this council. 

THE I'Ni nai rAIlKNT.s' .\SSO( lATlONS OF (IRE.ITK.H NEW YORK SCHOOLS 

(INC.) 

A .series of pro;:' rams on trends in elementary and secondary edu- 
cation were j)repai;od by a cimimittee of the Lnited Parent.s’ Asso- 
ciations for its mectin;^s in 1927-28. The topics for the pro- 
lira in, selected because of tlieir importance in the life of thf avera;ie 
child, dealt with what the scUotiLiai-doiiici for the individual child; 
the chunjies in jiresent-day' livinjr; education 24 hours a day: profiros- 
sive nioveinents in education, etc.’ Tlie sjieakers' bureau furnished 
speaker.s for all topics listed in the j)ro‘'ram, and. when ne^^sary, 
.^peakei-s in foreign lanouaoes were supplied. 

In 1928 the United Parents’ Associations sponsored a parents’ 
exposition primarily for parents. This project had the cooperation 
of« (ill local agencies of child welfatc. It was reported that 93 
outstanding authoriti(*s worked on the various committees which 
arrangetl the program. 

The fundamental purpose for which .this organization was e.stab- 
lishcd is to awaken and instruct parents as to the importance of im- 
proved school conditions, adequate instruction, teachers of the high- 
est type, and other equally important topics. 

The organization is serving its member associations by providing a 
field service on orgnnizatiofi problems; lielping committee chaimien 
plan programs; publishing The School Parent, the offi(jial organ, 
weekly, e.xcept in July and August; giving radio talks; acting as a 
clearing house; conducting studies on problems affecting the schools, 
and recommending united action on them. 
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Th(' followin^i is an list of poriodiculs, soim’ of which 

arc oOicial or«:ans of orpinizations, which contain popular or tech- 
nical contributions of odiicutional value for jtlic use of parents or 
others interoste(l in chihl life : vVnmrican (hihl^ American Child- 
ho<4/ Balnhoml; ChihlluHxl Kdueation ; Children, the Parents’ Mu<;- 
azine; Chiid Welfare Mufrazine; Child Study; Hy^^da; Journal of 
•the American Association of I niversity \\ omen ; Journal of Ilonx* 
Kcortomics; Alother and Child; Proj^ressivi' Kdiication; and Schcxil 
Lif(‘. There are many more puhliciitions 'which, from time to time, 
furni.di excellent material for parent education: amono these are the 
populai* womenV journals. • * 

TNTERN.ATION.VI- KEDER-MION OF HOME AND SCHOOL 

A federation of the fonrs c'U'ra'Tcd in chihl welfare throuirliout 
the world was oriranized ii^to an International Federation of lloiuo 
and School at the meeting of the World Fech’ration of Education 
As.sociat ions in Toronto, Canada, in l!>-<, and heaucpia iters were 
f-tahlished at Northwot School, 1-PJl Race Street. Philadelphia, Ihi. 

The organizations repre.sentod at this meeting: were the Canadian 
National Federation of Home and School; the National Mothers 
Congress of Japan; the Union International de vSecours aux En- 
fants, Switzerland; Parents' National Edneationaj Union, Ireland; 
Niftional Congress of Panmts and 'f'euchers. United States; Aiistro- 
Amcrican Institute of Education. Aii.stria; Ligue. de I'Education 
Familiale, Belgium; National Ministry of Education, China; De- 
partment of Education. Cuhn; People’s College, Denmark; New 
Education Fellowship. England: Junior Bed Cross, Franee; Prus- 
sian Landtag, Germany; Department of Education. Hawaii; Hindu- 
stan Association of American and Ciawnlior College, India; Japanese 
Educat^cn Association, Japan; Department of Education, Mexico. 

The objective of this organization is to bring together the forces 
■which arc working ‘‘ in homo, school, anrl community, w’hether for 
the purpose of training parents, toachors, or children, for the im- 
provement of the ciuulitions under which boys and girls of all ages 
live and work and play.” The program for the two years 1927-10*2'.) 
includes: Acting as a clearing house of information on matters con- 
cerned '••’ith the fuhdamental purposes; publishing an international 
news letter; conducting a biennial conference coincident with the 
meeting of the World Federation of Education Associations; and 
promoting the organization of national groups. 
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Resclts of Inquiry into Woru> Cooi-kratiox of Home and School 

By Mi.lfl Marik Ik/Tro 

General t>vcrctayy Inter national of Eduvatiun, (Jcnein^ ftxoitzcrUind ; Chairman, 

Vommittre un Education, Iniyrnationul EtHUmlnm of Home and School 

In a inossape to all roiintrii's the prosidont of the International 
Federation of Home ami Selinol says: 

V.e fully undorsftiiul that cnrli nation nnist Jinve its own spiTinl pro^rnni. 
A^o, in liie T’liitod Statrs, do not daliii that (air i)lnn of paiont-teaeluT associa- 
tions is a iKTfcct one, luit we know hy o lliat it succeeds with a ^rcat 

variety of nnlionalilics. We luive in our National UouKress of I'urents and 
Teachers Knaips .siieakiiiK Genuan. SimnisJi, Japanesi', Kussian. etc. We have 
developed liere oipyilzations which are not purely Aii};lo-Saxon Imt which 
may ho adapted to the vjirlcd viewpoints of iKopIo of all nationalities. 

AMth the desire of inakinp an intiiiii v into tlie methods o!H^)ved 
in othei eoiititiies to hrinp topetlier the school ttnd the home, ii (jties- 
tionimire was sent out by the International Rnrean t>f lOdiieiition, 
Oenevn, Switzerland, for (he Internal ioiml Federation of Home and 
School. About oO replies from departments of jtublic instruction 
and principals of public and private schools were received. Mem- 
bers and eorfespondents in more than at) countries were (hen asked 
to .semi information, a^ 77 replies Ctiine fntm :V2 eoiintries. 

In proeeedinp ttviJaTl^the abstract of the returns, a distinction 
was made uetween^tbe (micial orfianizations prescribed oy law, and 
tlic private, umlertakinps. It i.s important to note that the ^mvern- 
inents of vauious cotintries, far from beinp indifl’erent to the move- 
ments to hrinp school and liome topethor linve, far m.orc often than 
is generally believe’d, made .serious efforts to estahli.sh conditions of 
good und<T.s(anding between tho home niul the sciimol. 

Parents' eouneils are created by law in several c<mn(ries, cs|)ecitilly 
those in which German is the language, such as Germany, the terri- 
tory of the Saare, the Free City of Danzig, and Austria. These 
councils (Elternbeiriite), at who.se meetings the teaching body is in- 
\it((l to bo pie.sent, permit parents to exprest: their desires as to the 
education of their children with a view to the establishment of un- 
derstnnding and cooperation, between home and school. In Ger- 
many large groups are formed fordhe supimrt of a six'oial type of 
school to which they may be attached— for example, the Free Na- 
tional Association of Parents of the German High Schools, and the 
National Parents’ Club of the German Intermediate Schools, etc. 

Here are a few details in regard to the parimts’ councils of Sax- 
ony. At the beginning of each 'school yeai-, the parents may, if they 
to desire, elect a council of parents to which fathers and mothers ' 
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whosp children attend the school are eligible. Generally, in Saxony, 
these councils are divided into two sections — the clerical group and 
the lay group. These, councils try to develop a sense of parental re- 
.sponsibility to work with the teachers for the success of the school 
activities, but they have no authority to interfere with school ofh- 
cial.s, the teaching force, or the individual teacher. The school-di- 
recting coniniittee, eslablished in feaxony more than a half century 
ago, exercises the right of control over the teachers. Teachers and 
official authorities are represented on it. 

In Hamburg the Council of Parents names the liead master. 
Moreover, the school council is composed of an e<iual number of par- 
ents and teachers, and each .school has its parents pul)lication>. 

• In Danzig the faculty of the primary schools is, elected by the 
school deputies who are, named by tlie citizens and is composed as 
follows: One-third, residents of the school district: one-third, teach- 
ers; and one-tliiial, members of the senate. Ihese deputies seek to 
establish a clo.se conlact and collaboration between the home and 
school. Formerly this activity was impeded by political considera- 
tions, hut politics has passed into the background and. it is reported, 
it is necessary to guard against, its reappearance. 

In Au.stria the Parents’ Council, comprising one-tliinl teachers and 
two-thirds parents, with the addition of the president of the city 
school board, the district school inspector, fhe sch(M>l physician, etc., 
is chosen by the members of the Parents’ Association, bince the 
World War these a.ssociations have developed rapidly in Austria. 
They are to be found in all primary (elementary) schools of ^ ienna 
and of the Province, where the majority of the inhabitants arc. re- 
ported to be social democrats. They have to be recognized by law 
and the decree of August 4, 1022, insists uimn their obligation to 
establish a close collaboration of home and school. 

Their activities are especially jiractical in nature. They furnish 
funds by the organization of school fe.stivals, excursions, gyn%iastic 
lessons, reading rooms, for the purchase of musical instruments, ma- 
terial for manual training, etc. The cost of country vacations for 
delicate children has been met. but they can not officially organize 
child protective activities. They have no right of sifpervision over 
the teachers, and they must keep out of politics. 

■ Poland has in certain Provinces official coumuls of parents, and 
in Holland and in Belgium receptions and meetings are prescribed 
by law, but this does not mean that they are actually organized 
everywhere. 

It is in Rumania that the Government and the teiu*ber.s have 
apparently profited nio.^t by the. aitl of (he parents. Kach school has 
its committee, institutetl under a law of 1010, and composed of 
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parents, teachers, local authorities, former pupils, and other inter- 
(*>ted persons. These committees work for the benefit of the schools 
along Uie following lines: The construction or repair of school build- 
ings; planting of gardens: promoting school museums, art classes,, 
libraries; organization of conferences, festivals, courses, vacation 
colonies, open-air schools: aid for needy pupils, etc. It is due to the 
sui>port of tlie parents that after the war it was possible to recon- 
struct the sc1io<j1s and that they are now functioning satisfactorily. 

In some countries there are parents' associations in addition to the 
parents' councils. They are to be found, as previously mentioned, 
in Austria I in Bulgaria they are organized in all the secondary 
schools of the capital. They are also to be found in Australia, where 
they are called ■■■ Parents and Citizens Associations they correspond 
to the parent -t earlier associations of the I nited States. Their b}’- 
laws must be approved by the Minister of Public Instruction. They 
.have no teaching jurisdiction and mu.st not interfere in matters of 
instruction, but ^leir object is to defend the interests of the school 
and to sustain the tea<‘hing body in its relations ■with the ])ublic. 
They endeavor to promote regular school attendance, give aitl to the 
teacliers, and supj)ly funds for tlie iniproveinem of the schools (play- 
ground.s. books, pianos, etc.). In ‘Western Australia, the parents' 
ns.sociations appoint the school board and are united in a federation 
called the Federation of the Parents and Citizens Associations,*’ 
whidi j)ubli.shes a monthly journal. In Victoria the school commit- 
tees, .appointed by the parents and the parents’ a.s.sociation, play the 
same role as the parents' and citizens' tLsjjociations in the other 
Provinces.'^’ 

It is quite evident (hat in many countries parents, if they are not 
organized into councils or associations, are officially represented on 
school commit tee.s, educationhl commissions, and others of the kind. 
This is pointed out in replies from Belgium, Scotland, Estonia, 
Norway, Switzerland, and Imlia. As an example of what is done, in 
the community of St. Gilles, Belgium, the members of the school 
committee are: The fathers and mothers of the children attending 
community schools; delegates from clubs of various activities; post- 
school anil outside, of school fathers and mothers in their turn. The 
fathers and mothers are appointed by the parents of the pupils, 
gathereil in an assembly, which is presided over by the Provost of 
Public Instruction. At these assemblies, or parents’ meetings, the 
representativ'e of the department of public instruction makes an ad- 

dre.ss on the organization and plan of the teaching in the community 
« — 

’* U kUouIiI not Im> liifiTnil tliiil tlio .\iixtnillnn Bchool ItonnU uti<l xcliool rommlttws 
havo tlin Bfimo functions ob oiir fijroncl*'n ^''Ul^h l>rnr ttnijiw titli*?*, I^ii 1o6clipr8 

^rc.Dppolnrtwl nnU ai«sl(pi«l and wIuJoIh aro roalntatned by the central govomment of cacti. 
State. — Kditor. 
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schools and' discusses with the parents the best methods of proparinjr 
their children for life. 

In the elenieiitary schools of Estonia, the parents and teacliers meet 
at least three times a year to discuss educational and pedago<;icnl 
questions. Their wishes are then sultmitted to the educational council 
and to the Kuratoriuni. The Kuratorium, composed of one-third 
teachers, one-third s<hool authorities, and one-third parents, concerns 
itself with financial questions and with school attendance. 

For purj)oses of home education there is in Enjxlund thAParents* 
National Educational Union which was founded 30 years ago, well 
known for its special methods of home '‘-duration and for organizing 
the Parents' Union School. Its official jcturnal is the Parents’ Review. 

In Switzerland the canton of SchalThausen has a Cantonal Society 
of Instruction which deals with educational (juestions and to which 
belong people of all classes and of all political ])arties. And at Sole- 
mo a decree of May 2(>, 1877, instituted in each of tlie 10 districts of 
the canton, an educational association recruited from the school com- 
mission (teachers and frien<ls of the school) of the district. 

There is a jiroject under French law ■which aims to create scho<tl 
councils, whose mcml>ers are repoiied to be the mayor of a comnm- 
nity, the head masters an<l mistresses of the scIkh)!, with, an equal 
number of municipal councilors, fathers and mothers of the pupils, 
and teachers. The.se councils are inten<le<l primarily to take care 
of the material interests of the sdiool. An article on the Manual of 
Elementary Instruction (January 16, 1026) declares; 

Wo conceive of the school council first of all the center, where will of 
necessity ho iinitt^d nil the subsidies, le^'al or optional, lt>potlUT with other 
lesoun'cs. whieh the State, the depnrlmoiits, the comimiiiltlos. and private Indi- 
vidualM may lend t<> the 9 cIkm» 1, and as the agent es|)ivhilly authoriz^'d to use 
Ihese credits and these contniliutioius. Tlie couiitil will suiiorvisc the flUlng 
up and the inaiutenance of the local schools; will take (he iiec(‘ssary bygitnle 
measures; will create gardens, studios, ex|>erlmont Stations, etc.; but it s!iall 
not Interfere In the organization of the curriculum. Tlio principal shall main- 
tain his ediicati«mal independence. Thanks to the school council it will he 
j)068lble to attachdo the sehrsd the civic ix'rsoimel so that it will U^eome nu- 
ttmomous from the financial point of view. 

In Parapiiay eacli public schovL has a ptH>ple s cibit'ational coiniuis- 
sion, composed of parents and teachers, and aj>pointe<l by the nn- 
tional council of education. 

From this enumeration of facts taken from the report which was 
based upon rej)lies to an inquiry, a conclusion has l>een drawn that 
in spite of the many praiseworthy efforts which are briefly described, 
the problems of cooperation of the forces of home and school have 
not yet betm solved. The two groups still oi>post‘ and contradict ^ 
each other. The reasons for this incompatibility have been given 
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frp(]uently in detail : Tho luck of education or of intcrost in cduca- 
lionul matters on the part of parents; distrust on the part of the 
leachers, mIio do not like to have the parents interfering in thejr 
affairs; social prejudices; politics, etc. In Norway, for e.xumple, we 
are told that the supervising committees, composed partly of parents, 
have only increa.sed the difficulties of the teachers, especially in 
matters of discipline, and have even caused attacks to be made upon 
the teachers in the labor j^apers. In such countries as India, where 
the new generation is far removed from the old, the parents would 
have difficulty in giving really effective cooperation. An English 
<orrospondent point.s out that it would be difficult to create an 
association of imrcnts and tcacliers in England because societies 
aic already too numerous; the social conditions do not allow 
ihe .success of organizations of the type found in the United 
States; and the English teachei’s are professionals, men of cer- 
tain technique, individualists, and little disposed to allow them- 
selves to be counseled or aided by parentis. In South Africa in 
ies}K)nso to the quest ionna ire it was .dated that the school admin- 
istrators are already so largely controlled and influenced by the 
public that they do not noed to meet with the parents; in another 
section it is the opinion of the superintendent that parent-teacher 
associations A\Tnild not be very useful in the rural districts because 
the teachers are already in daily contact with the parents, but in 
(he cities they might render invaluable service. 

In spite of all difficullie.s and although progress may be slow, the 
cooperation of home and sscliool is steadily advancing. It engages 
more and more people, and methods are being improved. AVhen 
ilie.se methods, adjusted to meet the needs of each country, shall have 
heon centralized by ii 'strong organization directing them definitely 
low aid the same end, it will be jiossible to fully realize this com- 
munity of action between j^nrent.'^' and teacliors. 


